Works Benefitting Repentance

There is a great need for repentance in life.  We talked in previous issues about obedience to God and how necessary it is on life for this to be done.   The reason, Jesus states in Matthew 7:21 that those who will enter into heaven will call Jesus Lord but also obey the Father's will!  We want to for a few moments now consider the subject t of works benefitting repentance.


According to a partial definition of Vine's Expository dictionary repentance means "to change one's mind or purpose".  In the New Testament we see the need of repentance.  Jesus was presenting the gospel to the Jews.  This was His message from the beginning (Mark 1:15).  Jesus was to establish a new covenant and that would take place when he was hung on the cross (Hebrews 9:16-28).


Jesus goes on throughout teaching the gospel that without repentance we will die (Luke 13:3).  There is no ifs, ands, or buts about this.  We WILL die without repentance!  It is plea that he goes on to tell the apostles to go and preach the gospel (Mark 16:15-16).  Thus Peter on the day of Pentecost does such things and tells the people that witnessed  such things to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:37-38)  and this is what they have did that day (Acts 2:41).


So what exactly are to repent from?  We will perish with sin in our life (Romans 6:23) and we all have committed sin (Romans 3:23).  Without recognizing the danger of sin and that we have sin in our life we are in a situation of eternal death.  We need to have our eyes open and ears sharp to hearing the gospel and making the changes necessary to our life to be found well pleasing in the eyes of God (Matthew 13:15).


Once we recognize sin then we can begin to make the changes in our lives to works benefitting repentance (Ephesians 4:17-24).  The old man grows corrupt with sin in our lives.  The way we are without God is not acceptable.  In fact we are known as aliens to God because we have not learned Christ.  We need to be transformed through a renewing of our mind through the Spirit (Romans 12:2).


With sin in our lives again we are separated from God.  However, we need the godly sorrow in our lives.  We need to feel sorry when we sin.  Why would I say such things about needing to feel guilt and godly sorrow?  IT PRODUCES REPENTANCE (II Corinthians 7:8-12).  It produces works in our lives to change our life of sin and turn to God.  This was Paul's message to those of Corinth.  It was the same message Christ delivered to the Jews.


Are you producing works that are benefitting repentance making your heart right with God?
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Those Needing Prayers:
· Donna Butler and Shirley Dunn are going to be receiving treatment over the next several months
· Carol Blubaugh's brother is needing our prayers

· Remember to pray for our new babies here:  Gabriel, Jocelyn, and Emalise 
· Bob Buckland is needing prayers 

· Jason Workman is in the military 
· Vivian Lallathin's friend's son is needing our prayers with kidney failures
· Also Vivian had recent tests
· Continue to pray for Esther Adams

· Marlene McCullough  is shut-in

· Wilbur Bland is Needing our prayers

· Daniel's grandparents are in a nursing home in Florida
Other Announcements:
