Do You Know God?
     Notice these words, “Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your children after you forever.  As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever” (1 Chron. 28:8-9).
     In these passages David is in his last days as king of Israel.  Solomon is to be his successor.  David mentions that it is Solomon who will build the temple.  David exhorts his son to know God.  In the verse of our text we can learn a great deal of what constitutes knowing God.

     The Bible concept of knowing God is not merely acknowledging that He exists.  It is a relationship with God brought about by seeking Him and submitting to His will.
What It Means To Know God

     To know God is to keep and seek the commandments of God.  This includes an intelligent understanding of His nature and will.  We must learn of Him.  We must learn his will, what He expects of us.

     We will know God through a direct, practical acquaintance with Him.  This is accomplished through obedience and prayer.  We will serve God with a perfect heart and a willing mind.  This is a continual spiritual service, lifelong in all particulars of life.












Israel Was To Know God
     The Law was given to Israel to enable them to know God (Deut. 5:1-3).  The parents of Israel were to observe all things God had commanded and teach these things to their children (Deut. 6:1-9).  

     Notice the example of Samuel.  He didn’t know the Lord until he knew the word of God (1 Sam. 3:7).  This does not imply that Samuel was ignorant of God, he did not have a relationship established as yet.  He could not prophesy without revelation.

     Yet, there was a failure.  “When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel” (Judges 2:10).  Here is a serious matter to ponder:  Was the fault with the parents or the children?  The text does not say.  Sometimes it may be the parents, like Eli (1 Sam. 2).  Sometimes it may be the children (Prov. 15:5, 32).  We need to do all we can to avoid this frightening situation.

Christians Are To Know God
This can only occur through Jesus Christ (Matt. 11:27-30; Jn. 14:6-11).  If you say you know Him, then you serve Him (Rom. 12:1-2).  Knowing God includes growing in service (2 Peter 3:18).
 The end is eternal life for those who know God (Jn. 17:3).  The end is eternal punishment for those who know not God (2 Thess. 1:7-10).

Evidence Of Knowing God
     The most obvious evidence is in keeping His commandments (1 Jn. 2:33-5).  His commandments are not burdensome (1 Jn. 5:2-3).  We can also show evidence by our works (Titus 1:16).

 Do you know God?  Are you keeping His commandments?  Are you a Christian?  The conclusion of our study is this:  To know God you need to be a Christian and be keeping His commandments.  Now, again, do you know God?

~Terry~
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Those Needing Prayers:
· Continue to Remember our Expectant Mothers Beth Morehouse, Amber Marshall, and Justina Sanders

· Continue to Pray for Shirley Dunn's Daughter Tammy

· Amber Marshall's grandmother has been diagnosed with cancer 
· Eileen Robison's sister is has been diagnosed with cancer and will be having chemotherapy
· Eldred and Judy are traveling

· Golda has Shingles and is at home recovering
· Bob Buckland is needing prayers 

· Jason Workman will be joining the military in mid-April
· Lesley will be moving back home at the end of college this year
· Remember John and Rose Smetzer they have been ill and are needing our encouragement
· Rose has been having many complications recently
· Lester and Vivian Lallathin are needing our continued prayers

· Marlene McCullough is still recovering from her Chemotherapy and is shut-in

· Wilbur Bland is Needing our prayers

· Justina's Grandmother is still suffering from a cracked spine and is home 
Other Announcements:
· Mark your calendars for May 1st-6th for our Spring Gospel Meeting

· Dennis Tucker from Owensboro Kentucky will be speaking during our meeting

