Correspondence Study of Repentance

There is a need for repentance!  However in order for us to know what it requires we must first take a look at this subject.  Jesus says that unless we repent we will all perish (Luke 13:3).  Thus, the seriousness of this subject is important!  If Jesus exposes this to us then we must see that it is necessary for us in this life.
So now, let’s ask the question of: What is repentance?  In understanding a definition of this according to Vines dictionary it is to perceive beforehand," hence signifies "to change one's mind or purpose," always, in the NT, involving a change for the better.  Also according to Merriam Webster Dictionary it is 1 : to turn from sin and dedicate oneself to the amendment of one's life 2 a : to feel regret or contrition b : to change one's mind.  As we can notice one word comes to mind when we talk about repentance and that is change!

According to God and His will we must change (Matthew 7:21-23).  We must make our path to goal clear and that is to be found pleasing and acceptable to God.  However as we can notice we all have sinned (Romans 3:23) and fallen short of God’s glory.  It is a sad and pitiful situation because if we do not change the result is eternal death (Romans 6:23)!

However we can notice that this change is a reaction to what we have heard.  Paul speaks about the result of godly sorrow produces repentance (II Corinthians 7:10) which leads to salvation.  The result of knowing what sin can do to us should produce this godly sorrow.  It shouldn’t push away from God in fact it should make us closer to God, knowing the fact that we can still be saved if we will change our path of life.  Repentance is the point where we recognize our spiritual situation and thus we want to correct towards the amending of our life to God!

As Peter is talking to those on the day of Pentecost they were asking what do we need to do to be saved (Acts 2:37)?  It was then and there that they recognized they crucified an innocent person Jesus the Son of God.  It was here that they recognized that the Messiah came and was now gone.  It was hear they realized their lost state and asked Peter and the apostles for direction.  Notice this is godly sorrow!  Peter goes on to tell them of what they needed to do:  they needed to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.  Repentance wasn’t enough but it was part of what they needed to do.  
As these people on the day of Pentecost were given direction on what they needed to do we must take the same lesson to heart.  We as individuals must change our ways!  We must no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk (Ephesians 4:17-24).  The old man (our current state of life before obeying) is a corrupt way.  It alienates from God (meaning separation).  However we must be willing to change our ways.  No one here can force us!  It is through our own desire and choice to make a change in our lives!  Thus we must be transformed into a new man putting on righteousness and holiness according to God’s standards and ways of life!  We must entirely obey God’s will and this means a new way of life?  Are you ready?

Questions

1. What is the definition of Repentance?

2. Is Repentance necessary according to God’s will?  Explain.

3. How are repentance, godly sorrow, and salvation all linked together?
4. What did those on the day of Pentecost ask and what did they do?

5. Is the old way acceptable to God?  Explain.

Thanks again for taking the time in looking at this correspondence course.  We hope and pray that you do understand the importance of Repentance.  Please after filling this out send it to the church here.  We would be glad to further sit down with you and discuss the Bible more and helping you realize what it takes to follow God and His will.  You can send it to:

Burbank Road Church of Christ 
1847 Burbank Road 
P.O. Box #1727 (Mailing) 
Wooster, Ohio 44691
Or you can email this back to at:  danielpreaches@yahoo.com 
