Correspondence Study of Instrumental Music

Like many subjects, there is a lot of confusion with things that pertain to church!  We fail to get back to reality and follow God’s Word in all things.  What happens is that when we have decided to add to the worship service we have said that Gods’ Word is not enough.
One of these large and confusing issues is the subject of instrumental music.  We have gotten to point in the religious world today that is no longer just having a piano or pipe organ in a building.  We have gone to praise concerts, Christian rock, etc.  We have gotten so far away from the subject where we have confused ourselves on what is acceptable to God.

Many have decided to add to the worship service in this fashion to improve the services.  The worship service seems dull and boring so they have come to the conclusion to jazz up the services and this is usually the way people go towards jazzing up services.  One has an itching ear and will not stop until someone says that for instance musical instruments are almost needed in worship in order to have a “good worship service.  Paul warned Timothy that people will no longer desire to hear the truth and instead will want to hear what they wants (II Timothy 4:2-5).

We have clear and to the point way of what we need to be doing in the Bible concerning matters of instrumental music.  In Ephesians 5:17 Paul addresses the issue of instrumental music.  We are to speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  In reading this verse let’s ask a question: Can we speak to someone with a musical instrument?  Can we do it with a piano, guitar, drums, tambourine, or trumpets?  We are to use our voices and our voices alone in the musical aspect of worship.
As we continue to study this Paul again addresses this in Colossians 3:16.  Paul says that we use this also as teaching and admonishing one another in this aspect.  In teaching we are speaking to another.  Again, thinking about this can we do this with a musical instrument?  The answer to this is no!

We are to use the natural instrument that God has given us to use to give praise, honor, and glory to God.  This is our voice that God has given.  We are not to use artificial music through man-made instruments.

As much as we here that it makes the service better and sounds prettier is it the way God intends.  Can’t we make beautiful music with just our voice?  After all, we are singing to God.  If we give God our best in this part of worship will God accept this!  The answer is yes!  We must make every opportunity to do the best we can in service to God.

Man has come up with many reasons to continue in using instrumental music in worship and we must be careful to not add to or take away from Gods’ Word (Revelation 22:18-19).  Let us use the natural instrument that God has given us to praise God!
Questions
1. Is musical instruments acceptable in worship?  Explain
2. What are we to use in worship pertaining to music?  Explain

3. Why is it that people desire to play music when it is not authorized?

4. How are we to teach and admonish one another ?  Explain

5. Can we do this with a musical instrument?  Explain

Thanks again for taking the time in looking at this correspondence course.  We hope and pray that you do understand the importance of music in the building.  Please after filling this out send it to the church here.  We would be glad to further sit down with you and discuss the Bible more and helping you realize what it takes to follow God and His will.  You can send it to:

Burbank Road Church of Christ 
1847 Burbank Road 
P.O. Box #1727 (Mailing) 
Wooster, Ohio 44691
Or you can email this back to at:  danielpreaches@yahoo.com 
