Correspondence Study of Faith
There are many misconceptions concerning faith.  It is important for us to study this because there many who believe it alone can save.  Is this what the Bible says?  We must discern good and evil (Hebrews 5:14).  We must go to this to understand what God says concerning the essence of faith.

Faith is to be our foundation in life in our relationship and service to God (Hebrews 11:6).  If we do not have faith, we cannot please God!  We must believe that he is our Creator, Provider and Rewarder.  It is also stated here that we must diligently seek him.  We establish our faith in God and we consistently and persistently seek to find Him.  We do that through His word (Romans 10:17).
Faith is defined according to the Merriam Webster Dictionary as: belief and trust in and loyalty to God (2): belief in the traditional doctrines of a religion b (1): firm belief in something for which there is no proof (2): complete trust.  Notice it is belief an action!  We are putting our trust in God through His word.

However, in studying this, can faith alone save us?  Is this what Jesus states in Mark 16:16?  Jesus says he who believes and is baptized will be saved.  So is faith alone acceptable?  James chapter 2 also states that faith and works together are the only way to be pleasing and acceptable to God.
Notice as well in Acts 2:37-38 the people on the day of Pentecost ask, “What shall we do?”  Peter responds to them after seeing them believe to repent and be baptized.  We can look throughout the book of Acts and see that everyone who was in a saving state had faith and were baptized.

1. People on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2)

2. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9)

3. Cornelius (Acts 10)

4. Lydia (Acts 16)

5. Philippian Jailer (Acts 16)

All of these individuals all entered a saved state according to God’s word through their faith and trust in God and they put that faith and trust into action by obeying the commands of God.  It is imperative to follow God’s word.  It does matter how we follow God and His will.  If we don’t we are confusing ourselves and putting our soul in jeopardy.

Questions
1. Can we be pleasing to God without faith?  Explain
2. How do we get our faith in God?  Explain

3. What is faith?

4. What do we need with our faith to be pleasing and obedient to God’s will?  Explain

5. Can we be saved by faith alone?  Explain

Thanks again for taking the time in looking at this correspondence course.  We hope and pray that you do understand the importance of faith.  Please after filling this out send it to the church here.  We would be glad to further sit down with you and discuss the Bible more and helping you realize what it takes to follow God and His will.  You can send it to:

Burbank Road Church of Christ 
1847 Burbank Road 
P.O. Box #1727 (Mailing) 
Wooster, Ohio 44691
Or you can email this back to at:  danielpreaches@yahoo.com 
