Correspondence Study of Faith and Works

As we study our Bibles we can see the importance and need for establishing our faith and works in God!  Through our faith we establish a relationship with God.  We put our trust in God and His word he has given to us.  By establishing our faith in God we justify it through our works.

God has given us commands to obeyed and His will to be done (Matthew 7:21-23).  This was the message throughout the Bible.  As we turn in our Bibles to James 2:14-26 James points out this need for our faith and works to both be working to be found well pleasing in God’s eyes.  In answering an analogy that James was pointing out he says how effective is it for someone who is hungry or thirsty and in return we say “go you are filled” and we do not give them food or drink how effective is that?

As we look at the example of Abraham was justified by his faith and works?  God told Abraham to give his son Isaac on the altar after he was told Isaac was the son of promise.  In this God gave commands to be obeyed, what did Abraham do?  Abraham put his trust in God knowing what he was about to do and replied to his son “that God would provide” (Genesis 22:8).  He put his trust in God that God would provide everything for him.  He went to the altar and was about to slay his son when the angel came before them.  Abraham proved that was willing to do whatever it took to be one of God!

We as individuals must realize the importance of faith and works.  Faith only cannot save.  We need works also.  However, works alone cannot save.  We need faith along with it!  When we have faith in God we must understand it is a working faith!  One is justified by the other.   Both are interlocking and must be together to be effective and pleasing to God.


Now what does this mean for us?  When we consider this subject of faith and works and apply to our life what is that we must do?  We must first of all again as in a previous study understand that we must have an active and working faith (John 8:24).  Without it we will die in our sins!  So as we can see our faith must be established and we get this through the word of God (Romans 10:17).  

With our works we must justify our faith by our works and that is through the obedience of God’s will.  We must as Jesus points out in His ministry that we must believe and be baptized for the remission of our sins for salvation (Mark 16:16).  With this we must continue to be a faithful child of God by presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2).  WE give proof to others and ourselves that we are followers of God by presenting ourselves according to God in true righteous and holiness.  Faith and works are needed!  Are justifying your faith by your works?  Are you doing it in a way that is according to God and His expectations?
Questions

1. Are faith and works necessary?  Explain
2. Can please God with faith only or works only?  Explain
3. What are the works that we can be found pleasing according to God?
4. What can we learn from Abraham?
5. Where does our faith come from?
Thanks again for taking the time in looking at this correspondence course.  We hope and pray that you do understand the importance of Repentance.  Please after filling this out send it to the church here.  We would be glad to further sit down with you and discuss the Bible more and helping you realize what it takes to follow God and His will.  You can send it to:

Burbank Road Church of Christ 
1847 Burbank Road 
P.O. Box #1727 (Mailing) 
Wooster, Ohio 44691
Or you can email this back to at:  danielpreaches@yahoo.com 
