Correspondence Study of Baptism

Jesus in His charge of the apostles gives them direction and commands to follow in continuing to spread the gospel.  In Mark 16:15-16 Jesus instructs them to go and teach the gospel to every creature.  He also instructs them to teach about belief (faith) and baptism (action) both necessary for salvation.


There are many misunderstandings that many have concerning the subject of baptism.  As we look in the world many believe that baptism can be sprinkling or pouring.  Is this what the Bible teaches and says that baptism is this.  Also it does matter in who we are baptized in the name of.  What does the Bible say?  What about the age.  When can one be baptized.  Many have misunderstandings concerning these topics and questions about baptism.

We must point out that it does matter who we are baptized in the name of.  Some things to point out is that we are not baptized in the name of the church or any person.  Jesus points in Matthew 28:18-20 that we are to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and The Holy Spirit.  Before this was established John The Baptist baptized those with a baptism of repentance.  The baptism that Jesus commanded the apostles to do was for the remission of sins.


It can be stated that there was a concern for those of Ephesus in Acts 19:1-10.  Those of Ephesus stated they were baptized into “John’s Baptism”.  What was Paul’s response?  He points to those that they need to be baptized in the name of Christ.  It does matter who we are baptized in.  It is God who gives the increase and adds to the church (Acts 2:47).


Now also concerning what baptism is, we need to discuss this also.  Many have stated that baptism is pouring or sprinkling.  According to Romans 6:4 that we are buried in baptism.  Can we be baptized by sprinkling or pouring.  Consider this example:


Last night we poured Bill with baptism.  Or  Last night we sprinkled Bill with baptism.  Do these such things make sense in our everyday language.  Of course not!  How about this:  Last night we buried Bill with baptism.  Does this make sense?  Absolutely!


Baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).  Meaning we can have our sins washed away.  We then are in a saving state and can receive the hope and promise of eternal life (Galatians 3:26-29).


A great example of this is with the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-39.  The Ethiopian Eunuch needed guidance and help with the scripture he was reading and Phillip was sent to him.  Phillip at this point speaks to the Eunuch from the prophet Isaiah.  Notice the next part, he was asked if he believed (faith).  Through him asking if he wanted to be baptized.  Now notice this next part they came to some water and they had to have enough to go down in the water (Acts 2:38).  Can we do this with pouring or sprinkling?  In this example he was baptized (buried) in the water
Questions
1. What is baptism?  Explain

2. Does it matter in what name we are baptized?  Explain

3. Is sprinkling or pouring baptism? 

4. How can we be saved?  Explain

5. How much water does one need to be baptized?  Explain

Thanks again for taking the time in looking at this correspondence course.  We hope and pray that you do understand the importance of baptism.  Please after filling this out send it to the church here.  We would be glad to further sit down with you and discuss the Bible more and helping you realize what it takes to follow God and His will.  You can send it to:

Burbank Road Church of Christ 
1847 Burbank Road 
P.O. Box #1727 (Mailing) 
Wooster, Ohio 44691
Or you can email this back to at:  danielpreaches@yahoo.com 
