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Introduction:


There are many plans that are needed in our Christian life.  There are plans that God has for each of us.  There is no partiality for any of us.  These plans are expected for everyone.  It is for those that have put on Christ (Gal. 3:27) through baptism.  It is one who has decided to follow Jesus.


Plans have to be made at all times in our life.  A life in service to God is no different.  When one is ready and willing to follow, God it is then time to understand the fact that God has plans for us.  


One of the largest misconceptions is that once one is baptized that is it.  This far from the truth, in fact this is just the beginning for us.  The misconception of the faith only doctrine has driven this point. The reason is that God has plans for each of us.  There are many battles that we must face and deal with constantly.  These battles will test our Christian life and faith every day.  


This will happen at all times because; the devil is ready as a lion (I Peter 5:7).  The devil is there to try to catch us at our weakest point to draw and entice us into temptation and cause us to sin and if it keeps up will give us eternal death (James 1:14-15).  Our faith will be consistently tested every day in the sinful world.

So many times people have zeal for a few months and then are fizzled and will leave the church.  The purpose of this study is keep the zeal ignited in us at all times and, to understand the battles that we will face and be more prepared to face this battles.


The world may offer smooth things for a while but that will end soon.  They will hit a wall and that wall is God.  Sin will show its true face and the repercussions for choosing the sinful life.  It is a broad way that leads to death because it has so many offerings that will turn us away from God (Matthew 7:13).


Let us open our Bibles and study on these topical issues!  It is the only way to be prepared and understand the plans God has for us.

The Choice Is Ours

A. Since the beginning of time when God made man we have been giving the ability and opportunity to choose
a. Adam had Eve had the choice to choose whether to eat of fruit from the garden

b. God said no to a certain tree (Gen 2:17) to eat from

i. Eve knew and the serpent lied but she still made the choice of eating of the fruit (Gen 3:6)

1. Thus leading to God putting them out of the Garden (Genesis 3:24)

B. We have the ability to make choices every day

a. We have the choice of who we are willing to serve (Joshua 24:15)

i. The question is who are we going to serve 

ii. Joshua who helped the children of Israel through the conquest of the promised land gave them the option of choosing

1. Do it for yourself

a. Make our choice
C. We have the ability to choose today as well

a. Jesus points it out with two different ways:

i. The Broad Way (Matthew 7:13):

1. It leads to death and destruction

2. Many enter that road

3. It is a way that has many choices against God

4. It is a sinful road

ii. The Narrow Way (Matthew 7:14):

1. It leads to eternal life

2. Few enter this road

3. It has only one choice

a. That is God’s way to be done (Luke 11:2)

4. It is the road to life

D. Our choices will impact our life eternally 

a. We must choose wisely and look at ourselves and the word of God to establish what is according to God’s will and make that choice be known

E. We can’t be forced in choosing God

a. We should choose God because we want God (Acts 17:27)

i. God isn’t far from us and our choice shouldn’t be far from us

b. No one can do it for us also
i. My parents can’t choose for me 

ii. My spouse can’t choose for me

iii. Nor can I choose for my children

c. Each one will be judged by our own choices (II Corinthians 5:9-11)

i. Whether good or bad we will be judged

ii. Such as our choice to serving God

F. Our choice come down to this

a. Man Vs. God (Matthew 6:24)

b. Temporal Vs. Eternal (Matthew 6:19-21)

c. Sin Vs. Righteousness (Romans 6:23)

i. Where do we stand on this choice

Questions:

1. How do choices play a role in our life?

2. Does it matter who we choose to serve?  Why?

3. What can we learn from Adam and Eve?

4. Can we be forced into choosing God?  Why?

5. Where should we place our choices and why?
Obeying God is the First Step!

A. Obeying God is the first step

a. In order to understand the plans God has for each of us we need to understand first of all that God commands obedience

B. This has been the same since the beginning of time

a. God created man and woman and told them what they could and couldn’t do (Gen 2:15-17)

i. He commanded Adam to obey and listen to His voice

ii. This is the same today

C. Solomon puts this plainly (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

a. Our whole duty is to fear God and keep His commandments

b. They aren’t hard to do nor are they impossible

i. His law and doctrine are our guidelines 

c. Simple commandments that we can find through the scriptures

D. Jesus gives the same commandments in Matthew 7:21-23
a. Obeying God is critical

i. Entrance into heaven is on the line

ii. Many people will think they are okay in their life

iii. But the true question is “Are we obeying the scriptures fully and entirely

1. In a way that we don’t go beyond or take away from the scriptures (Revelation 22:18-19)

b. People will proclaim they are doing many great and wonderful things in the name of God

i. However, ask the question once again are we following God?

E. How is it that we obey God?

a. Obeying His will

b. Where is that we find exactly how to obey God?

i. Look at the scriptures (II Timothy 3:16-17)

ii. The book that is inspired by God

1. Written by God and is God (John 1:1)

F. Obeying God and trusting God are two in one (Psalms 18:2)

G. How do we do this? 

a. Placing our trust in his doctrine and commandments (II John 9)

b. Believe (John 8:24)

i. The foundation of our faith is belief in Christ

ii. Without faith or belief in the gospel it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6)

1. We then can’t understand the plans God has for us

c. Repentance (Luke 13:5)

i. This means a change

ii. From the old sinful person to the new person in Christ (Eph. 4:17-24)

d. Confession with our own mouth (Romans 10:9-10)

i. Peter made it known (Matthew 16:16)

ii. Thomas also made it known (John 20:28)

e. Baptism in water (Mark 16:16)

i. This is burial with Christ (Romans 6:4)

ii. Enough to be immersed and come out of the water (Matthew 3:16)

f. Living faithfully until death (Revelation 2:10)

i. Baptism is just the beginning

ii. We have now started a new live being born again (John 3:5)

Questions:

1. Why does God emphasize obedience as being necessary?

2. How do we understand obedience to God?  (Use specific Scriptures)

3. What are the steps in obeying God?

4. Is it necessary to follow everything precisely? Why?

5. Does God accept us for who we are (old man)?

Laying Out Our Foundation
A. Being builders is a critical part of our Christian life
a. God does not except us for who we are

b. In fact His Son Jesus commands making a change (Luke 13:5)

B. Having a strong foundation is the strongest point of building

a. If we have a strong foundation the building will stand strong

i. If we don’t then the building will fall and crumble

b. Jesus speaks about being like a wise builder (Matthew 7:24-27)

i. A wise builders builds on the strongest and sturdiest foundation

1. The Rock

ii. The foolish man builds there house on the weakest foundation

1. The sand

iii. Compare both foundations

1. Do you notice a difference in both?

C. Who is our foundation?

a. Who is our chief cornerstone that has been rejected by many (Luke 20:17)?

i. The Old Testament even speaks about this (Psalms 118:22)

b. It is Christ!

c. Many have rejected and turned away from Christ as being the foundation of faith

i. After without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6)

1. Building with belief (John 8:24)

d. Christ is who we build our foundation upon

i. Christ is the solid Rock (Matthew 16:18)

1. His words are the keys of the kingdom (Matthew 16:19)

D. Building upon the word will have a great reward (Acts 20:32)
a. An eternal home and promise of eternal salvation

i. What do we do to have this eternal home?

1. Build on the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:15)

a. His words lead to eternal life (John 6:68)

b. The apostles even knew of this

i. It is the power to salvation (Romans 1:16)
E. Building on Christ by faith is the start

a. Walk by faith not by sight (II Cor. 5:7)
i. Then after that everything will give true understanding (II Peter 1:5-11)

ii. It starts with faith and then builds on after that

F. When building a tower we should know if we are able to finish what we started (Luke 14:28-30)

a. Know the cost

i. Count the cost

b. Know the foundation

i. Understand Christ

1. Know His doctrine and law and precepts that give all understanding

c. Give our self a check list and see if we know Christ 

i. Are we fully give ourselves to Christ?

G. Building starts the day we believe once we have established our faith then and only then can we build in the understanding of the will of God

Questions:

1. Who is our foundation?

2. Why build on Christ?

3. What can we learn from the wise man and foolish man?

4. Why should we know the cost?

5. Why is Christ the chief cornerstone?
Accuracy and Precision
A. An accurate person is one who is exact

a. It has a true measure

b. Another way to describe is precision
B. Is an opinion truth?

a. No

C. Is the Bible truth?

a. Yes!  (John 17:17)

i. The words of Christ that were inspired by God is truth (II Timothy 3:16-17)

ii. Knowing truth will make us free (John 8:32)

1. Free from what?

2. Sin  (Romans 6:15-23)

a. The blood of Christ (I John 1:7) cleanses us

D. Accuracy and precision are needed when it comes to obeying God

a. Notice what is acceptable in obeying the will of God (Ephesians 4:4-6)

b. These 7 ones demonstrate the accuracy of God’s word

i. One Body, Spirit, Hope, Lord, Faith, Baptism, God

ii. Only one way the narrow way (Matthew 7:14)

1. It is a way that takes accuracy and precision to follow and few find this way
a. The rewards are eternal 

iii. We see this now share it with others

E. Follow and live in this life according to the accurate complete words of life (John 6:68)

a. Adding to or taking away from the Bible makes it inaccurate and unacceptable (Revelation 22:18-19)

i. Yes it is speaking about Revelation in general

1. However, if we take away from any other or change the completed Bible (II Timothy 3:16-17) or our author and finisher (Hebrews 12:2) of our faith does it make that inaccurate?

F. Obeying God comes through the exactness of His word and believing in it
a. There will be ones that think they are obeying God and will not be saved (Matthew 7:21-23)

i. Following God without precision leads to confusion and misunderstanding 

1. God commands obedience to His will

a. He will not change and adapt His word to fit each individual

b. He made the word and us to adapt to His Word (Matthew 18:3)

G. A precise individual understands the need of God and His word
a. Realizes what is at stake (our soul) (Matthew 10:28)

i. Fear the one that commands a precise attitude and can destroy both body and soul

H. The truth of God is forever

a. It isn’t opinions or multiple truths there is only one God (Psalms 19:9)

b. Fear God and keep His commandments as our whole duty and follow it with precision and accuracy (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

Questions:

1. Is an opinion truth?  Why?

2. Does God show accuracy through His scriptures?  How?

3. Is it okay to take away or add to the scriptures?  Why?

4. Is it okay to have the idea “I think this is right?”  Why?

5. What is our duty?  Does it require accuracy?  How?
Talking to Your Family
A. One of the first things in our young Christian life that we will encounter is telling loved ones.

a. Some of the times when we share this information some of our family will respond shrewdly

b. We need to be prepared for this fact because some are not Christians

B. Jesus spoke that he didn’t come to bring peace but a sword (Matthew 10:34-38)

a. Our own enemies will be in our own household

i. Spouses, parents, brothers, and sisters may be our largest enemies

b. They will try and bring you down from rejoicing in the fact that we have decided to obey God

i. Bring you down for an immediate shock and turn you away
C. Many problems with telling our family is that we have left the religion

a. Family tradition has been passed down from generation to generation

i. Now we have left the nest

ii. We have left the circle

iii. The comfort zone that we have grown up with and adapted to

b. The ears have plugged up and now our family has resented us in the religious life

i. Now because of the actions and choices we made family will gang and team up on you because they want to know why you are different from them

1. The power in numbers trick

2. The thought is the more the people the more pressure they can inflict and try to prove you wrong

a. The Pharisees were great at trying this with Christ (Mark 8:11)
i. But were unsuccessful 

D. This is our most weakest point

a. This is a change for everyone

i. Lives are different because there are new expectations for us

ii. We have left our comfort zone and have made a change

iii. A Change toward God 

1. Because of this change we are now God’s people and He is our God (Jeremiah 7:23)

E. Our family will either loves us for our choice or will reject our choice

a. Although this will impact us we shouldn’t stress over this

b. Do not let the flame die out!

i. Instead this gives more opportunity to share with them why we have made this choice

1. It gives us opportunity to do the work Jesus has commissioned us to do (Mark 16:15)

c. Because our love for our family we will want to share the gospel with them

i. We want them to have the same thing that we have just received

1. The instructions for eternal life (aka the gospel)
a. The spiritual gifts (Romans 6:23)

F. Sharing and telling our family is something that we must do
a. It shows immediate growth already

b. The true test is after telling them and seeing their reaction is it going to hinder us from serving God

i. This shows how strong our we are at the beginning

G. Building a foundation and continuing in this effort and work

Questions:

1. Why do we share and tell our families that we are a Christian?
2. How should we react if others try to bring us down?

3. Why is it that family will try to break us from our new life in the gospel?

4. Will telling our families make us stronger?  Why?
5. What can we do when our loved ones treat us shrewdly?
Keeping the Courage
A. Standing up for Christ is a life that takes courage  (II Tim. 2:3)
a. A soldier of Christ is one that holds the banner for Christ

i. A soldier fights for one’s own country and standing for what is right

b. This is an action that takes great courage

c. A soldier also has armor and protection 

i. Paul speaks about the Christian armor (Ephesians 6:10-18)

1. Arm ourselves with everything and keep it close and on at all times

a. Prepare ourselves to stand for truth

2. Using our offensive weapon of the sword (Hebrews 4:12)

B. We show our courage in a willing attitude of following Christ

a. The apostles understood and followed (Matthew 4:18-22)
i. Christ is still speaking these words to us today

b. He asks everyone to follow Him

i. He has set an example for us to follow in His steps (I Peter 2:21-24)

1. This involves courage to stand for Christ and follow Christ example

2. After all He battled temptation and never fell into temptation (Matthew 4:1-11)

a. This is our example of living as the new man

C. The world is a changing place at all times

a. People change constantly and expects everyone to change

D. God expects change but after we have changed never going back to our old ways (Ephesians 4:17-24)

a. The old man is a way that leads to eternal condemnation

b. We must become a new man in Christ

i. Being born again (John 3:3-5)

c. This is where courage lies

i. Making a change away from the world and then keeping our new life in tact

E. The Bible is a book that has been written and completed fully

a. It is a book that will never change

i. Are we following the never changing book?

1. Battling a changing world and never changing our ways after we have obeyed God and followed His will is the true test
F. Jesus gave the great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20 Mark 16:15-16)
a. The apostles withstood many things but still showed courage by preaching and teaching the gospel

i. Even to the point of Jesus being Forbidden (Acts 4:18)

1. Did the apostles listen?

2. Notice how they responded (Acts 4:19-21)
ii. Did that show courage?
G. The Great Commission is a work that we are to continue today

a. It takes courage to stand for Christ and one that is willing to stand for Christ will have great rewards

i. He will confess us before His Father (Matthew 10:32)

1. Eternal rewards

2. If we show courage in spreading the gospel and being proud of being a Christian

Questions:
1. How is courage and a soldier interlocking together?
2. Does God command change?  Why?

3. How has God helped in preparing for the world?

4. How is the Great Commission a work we follow today?

5. Why follow the example of Christ
Keeping the Roots Strong
A. The first few weeks are the most important and critical of our Christian life
a. God has plans and these plans are a lifetime endeavor

b. The first few weeks will make or break us

B. Do you remember the parable of the Sower? (Matthew 13:3-9)

a. Especially looking at the one that fell on the stony ground

i. This is a description of a new Christian

C. So many times in life the new Christian is like the stony ground
a. A Christian has this new life we are starting

b. The first few weeks we are showing probably some of our strongest zeal

i. That excitement we have in wanting to share everything that we have gained with others 

D. Don’t let the unwillingness of people at times bring you down

a. We need to keep our roots strong

b. Having the firmest foundation 

i. That foundation being Jesus Christ (Matthew 21:42)

1. That is whom we are sharing!!!!

ii. This is the reason why we have chosen this new life in Service to Christ

c. People may shut doors in your face

i. Chastise you

ii. Verbally abuse you

iii. Question your new life

1. Seeing how strong you really are

E. Do not let any of these things bring you down

a. Instead once again do our best in trying to share the gospel with these people

b. They need our help as much as we did at one time in our life

c. Just don’t let others neglect give you the idea that we are failures

F. Keeping our Roots Strong and well grounded will help us always

a. It keeps our mind focused on our new life in Christ
b. Understanding the plans that God has for us

G. Leaving God is unacceptable

a. It is sad and terrible to think that people will leave God

b. Because one was not well-rooted in Christ the Son of God

i. This is what happens so many times 
ii. We allow the thoughts and cares of others influence and infiltrate our minds and we have come to the point of questioning ourselves

1. Is this the right thing?

2. Is this the best thing for me

H. When we have these thoughts in our heads and the thought of just immediately giving up we need to go to the scriptures

I. Keep the words of life open in our hearts

a. Peter said Christ has the words of life (John 6:68)

b. The words of life our roots and foundation that we build upon is right here if we will keep the words of life close to us

J. Our true test will come if we are willing to endure many things but overcome them with Christ in us and on our side

a. Christ will never leave us (Hebrews 13:5)

b. It is up to us to choose

i. The flesh is temporal but the spirit is eternal

ii. We must stay well-rooted in Christ

1. It is our only hope of eternal life

Questions:

1. How important is it to be rooted in Christ?
2. Why must we keep the faith?

3. Who has the words of life and why must we follow?

4. How do we avoid walking away from our new life?

5. What can we learn about the stony ground?
Being Ready
A. Why have we started this new life
a. Our answer should be for an everlasting home (Revelation 21:22-27)

i. A home that is with God for eternity

b. A place where we will place treasure

i. How do we place our treasure (Matthew 6:19-21)?

B. Being ready is a need that Christ preached while He was on the earth

a. Look at the parable of the 10 virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)

i. The analogy is showing the need for being ready

ii. As in the day that is approaching

1. The coming of Christ is like the bridegroom coming

b. Five were ready for the bridegroom to be delayed and five weren’t

C. The coming of the Son of God will be the same

a. Many will not be ready

i. Many may think they are ready but in the end God will be our Judge (II Cor. 5:10)

1. All things will be judged

2. Whether good or bad

ii. Even the secret things that we think we can hide will be exposed (Ecclesiastes 12:14)
1. Nothing can be hidden from God

2. This should make us assured that we need to be ready

D. The Coming of Christ will be like a thief in the night (I Thessalonians 5:1-11)
a. Do we know when a thief will come and rob our house?

i. The answer of course is no!
b. The thought of the coming being in this way should make us want to be ready

c. Notice what Christ says in Matthew 7:21-23
i. Many will say and think they are ready

ii. However, the true question is are we obeying God?

1. Are we applying the word of God to our lives
E. Are we ready for the Judgment Day?

a. Have we done everything that we can according to the scriptures

b. Are we letting the words of Christ dwell in us, teach, and instruct us in a way that we are ready to hear words of welcome?

F. It is like the days of Noah

a. The world was a sad and pitiful condition to the point God was sorry he made man (Gen 6:7)

b. Noah though was found faithful (Gen 6:8)

i. Thus leading to God giving him instructions of obedience to be prepared and ready for the day when God would destroy the earth

c. Noah built and ark and obeyed God to the fullness of His instructions.  

i. When Noah entered the ark those that were not in the ark were ones that were not ready and thus God destroyed all outside of the ark. (Gen 7:21)

ii. This should give us warning of God wanting obedience and to be ready

1. After all, God has destroyed the earth once and God said He would do it again with fire

G. When one has obeyed God this is the steps in being prepared

a. Living faithfully after one has put on Christ is how we can be ready for the Great Day

b. Remember our duty (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

i. Fearing God and keeping His commandments

Questions:

1. What can we learn from the parable of the ten virgins?
2. What can we learn from the days of Noah?

3. How do we know if we are ready?
4. Looking at Matthew 7:21-23 what gives people false hope of being ready?

5. Should we place treasures on the earth or heaven? Why?

Keep the Book Open!

A. So many times when one is baptized and embarking on this new life, we think that we will always be okay.
a. The thought is I have been baptized I will always be okay

i. This is a wrong thought

b. Part of this thinking comes from the fact that we have neglected the Bible

B. That is why it is so important to keeping the Bible open.

a. Look what Paul gives as instructions to Timothy (I Timothy 4:12-16)

i. Give attention to reading, exhortation, and doctrine

1. Where is all of this found 

2. The Bible!

b. If we are reading the Bible that means we have the book open and we are paying attention to what God has set as law.

C. Family is our biggest threat if there are close ones that aren’t Christians or they are in a different “religion”

a. They will question us try and bring us down

b. The Bible needs to be close and ready

i. Keeping the book open when one has questions or even tries to force any other doctrine on you than the Bible we can show we believe in the Bible and share these answers with others

D. How often do we read the Bible?

a. Is it only at services?

b. Do we read outside the building

c. Do we take time to read the Bible every day?

E. We need to keep our Bible open always

a. And reading always 

F. Notice what is said in the Old Testament (Psalms 119:97-105)

a. How do we understand the law of God?

b. How do understand false ways?

c. How do we learn control?

d. How do we learn guidance?

i. Keeping the Bible open!!!!
ii. Reading giving attention and understanding

e. It should be our thoughts at all times

i. The Christian life is a battle against sin constantly

ii. We should never let our guard down ever

1. Keeping the book open will give us the understanding of keeping our shield of faith with us to overcome sin (Ephesians 6:16)

G. Opening and reading the scriptures can help us know Christ (Matthew 21:42)

a. Many will reject Christ

b. But if we open the book and read the scriptures we can know the Christ

i. We can know that even though many reject Him He is still the foundation of our faith

ii. Many will say Lord (Matthew 7:21-23) but are they reading the scriptures or are they rejecting Christ
1. The words of life have been spoken by Christ through the scriptures and only in the scriptures

2. Doing the will of God comes all through opening the Bible

H. Keep the Bible open and read and give attention to the words is our only hope

Questions:

1. Why keep the Bible open?

2. How often should we read the Bible?

3. Why does one neglect the Bible?

4. Will everyone be saved if even if we do not read the Bible?  Why?

5. What scriptures establish the Bible needing to be open?
Keep Asking Questions
A. After understanding the need of keeping the book open and reading there will arise many questions

a. Questions are good things

b. That means we are giving attention and wanting to learn about the will of God

i. No question is dumb

1. We should never be afraid to ask a question in regards to our spiritual life

a. It shows true growth and willingness to learn and wanting to do it!

2. Never feel embarrassed to ask a question

a. Establishing our faith is asking and knocking and we will receive understanding

ii. We are all students 

1. A student is one that learns

2. The minute that we say we know everything about the Bible is the minute that we are at our weakest point

a. An old dog can be taught new tricks

b. We become more vulnerable and susceptible for sin to creep in and catch us

c. This gives the devil (I Peter 5:8) opportunities to catch us at our weakest point

3. Many people witnessed Christ at a young age and guess what they were asking questions and receiving answers (Luke 2:46-37)

a. These were people of the temple wouldn’t you think they had a lot of knowledge

b. Yet they were astonished in the answers

B. Jesus points out the need for asking (Matthew 7:7-8)

a. Asking questions will receive answers

i. Going to God in prayer in the hope of getting the answers

b. Keep the Bible open as well in receiving these answers

C. Asking questions show concern for our soul and life as a Christian

a. The Bible is not going to be forced in our heads

b. We receive and gain the knowledge our self

i. We ask questions, we read, and keep the Bible open in understanding the will of God
D. Asking questions and searching for answers in the Bible we have unimaginable depth and riches of the knowledge of God (Romans 11:33)

a. His ways are incomparable to anyone
E. Asking questions gives us knowledge 

a. Constantly growing in knowledge is key

b. Adding to knowledge and faith are necessary (II Peter 1:5-11)

F. A question shows care and love

a. It also shows an example to others of a want to grow

G. Are we asking questions and wanting to grow and learn more of Gods ways?

a. Ask ourselves this question and seek the answer

Questions:

1. Why is it important to ask questions?

2. What shows when we ask questions?

3. Can anyone ever stop learning?  Why?

4. How will doors be open?
5. What do we gain when we ask questions pertaining to our Christian life?

Give a Defense

A. Gaining knowledge of the scriptures is important in our Christian life
a. We gain understanding of receiving the hope and promise of eternal salvation

B. However have you noticed how many different “religions” there are just in the United States?

a. In a recent survey there are approximately 2,500 different religions in the U.S.

b. This is a large confusing factor that has entangled the world

i. How can there be such a large number of different religions 

C. Maybe it is a result of a lack of knowledge

a. Paul warned Timothy in II Timothy 4:2-5 about this problem

i. People have itching ears but are wanting to go after their own passions and desires

ii. Instead of the truth people want what they want regardless if it is according to God’s word

iii. He plainly told Timothy to Preach The Word and be ready at all times

D. What about a neglected Bible?

a. Lack of opening the scriptures (Matthew 21:42)

i. Lack of knowing Christ

ii. Rejecting Christ is neglecting His teachings 

1. Which are solely based in the Bible
E. People have itching ears and will get their own teachers to teach what they want

a. Which has resulted in this problem of some many different religions





F. That is why it is up to us to give a defense for the truth (I Peter 3:15)

a. Notice from the gospel we have one

b. Then we tweak it slightly and from there we twist the scriptures again

c. Defending the truth will help relieve this problem

i. We will not allow man-made doctrine or the world mold us

ii. Instead we will let the scriptures alone transform us (Roman 12:1-2)

iii. Defending the scriptures and living a life in service to God is our reasonable service and duty

G. Many will ask you questions of why do you think you are right

a. That is why we give a defense 

b. What do we use in our defense?

i. The creed books

ii. What the elders say

c. Do we use phrases of:

i. I think

ii. Or maybe it is this

H. The answer is the Bible!

a. The book inspired and written by God (II Timothy 3:16-17)

b. The book that is complete and gives us everything for our spiritual life

Questions:

1. How does one come into false doctrines?

2. How has the gospel been separated?

3. Is the gospel complete?  Why?

4. How should we answer when giving defense to the truth?

5. How has Christ become rejected?
Prioritize Our Life

A. I am reminded of a commercial that shows a life
a. How having so many things in our life it has weakened our immune systems

b. A lifestyle that takes a large toll on everyone

B. Parents while raising their children try to give them activities to keep them going and have even placed emphasis on some activities more than others

a. They have prioritized their lives

b. We as adults also do such things as prioritizing our life and placing emphasis on things we deem as important and necessary to make time for

C. Time is something that isn’t guaranteed

a. In fact time is the one thing that we place our most trust in and it isn’t granted (James 4:13-14)

b. Jesus spoke about the time being now!

i. Time isn’t know except by God when it will end (Matthew 24:36-44)
D. Placing priority in our life is expected by God and we need to follow

a. Where are we placing our priorities?

E. Where is God on this list?

a. What do we seek first

i. Family (Matthew 10:37)

ii. Ourselves (Luke 9:23)

iii. Work (Mark 1:16-20)
iv. Heaven (Matthew 6:33)

F. Notice this chart
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G. Notice God gets four hours a week the percentage is 2%
a. Our author of eternal salvation (Hebrews 11:6) gets 4 hours a week

H. Shouldn’t we start with God and then build and prioritize our life from there

a. We are to be a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1-2)

b. Being transformed through the scriptures

i. Proving through the scriptures the will of God and acting it out

I. Are we prioritizing our self around God or man 

a. We can’t serve both (Luke 16:13)

b. Are we allowing outside distractions hinder our life in service to God

i. Where are our priorities? 

Questions:

1. How do priorities and God work together?
2. How do we show our priority to God?
3. Are outside distractions allowed to hinder us in service to God?  Why?

4. Is time guaranteed?  How and why?

5. Can we serve man and God?  Why?
Don’t Conform!

A. Conformity is not an option

a. God has said conforming to the world is an unacceptable (Romans 12:1-2)

i. Presenting ourselves acceptable to God according to His will is the way of life

1. It is found through the book inspired by God (II Timothy 3:16-17)

ii. The world molds us and is unacceptable

B. Conforming is an easy option

a. It allows us to just go with the wind

i. Going with the grain

ii. Going with the world

C. We are like clay being brought up in the world

a. We are formed

i. Sometimes it is unfortunate that we adapt

b. However we should be like clay in the Potter’s hands (Isaiah 64:8)

i. Let God be our Maker

ii. Let Him transform our minds to faith and understanding (Romans 10:17)

1. Through the word of God

2. The book that has been here since the beginning (John 1:1)

iii. God’s word can correctly for us into the way that God expects

1. Obeying his will (Matthew 7:21)

D. Sin is a lifestyle that comes from conformity 

a. Everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23)

i. The sinful life leads to eternal death (Romans 6:23)

b. Why would we want to conform to such a thing
i. Why put our soul in jeopardy like this?
1. Is the pleasure of the world worth it all?
a. Remember the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)

b. Was the his life worth everything

c. Notice how he realized as Jesus uses the analogy of sin isn’t what it is cracked up to be

c. Moses would rather suffer affliction than live a sinful life (Hebrews 11:24-25)

i. He was raised in the house of Pharaoh

ii. Doesn’t that show an example that conformity isn’t an option?

E. Sin is transgression of God’s Law (II John 9)

a. Which leads to separation from God eternal separation if we don’t repent

i. It is a sting that has the eternal repercussions (I Cor. 15:56)

F. Sin begins with allowing temptation to enter in (James 1:14-15)

a. And it continues to grow and well inside of us and leads to sin

G. We are commended to endure temptation and flee from conforming to the world (James 1:12)

a. Jesus our ultimate example witnessed attempts of temptation and He never conformed to the sinful life (Matthew 4:1-11)

b. The devil there trying to get Christ to sin through many trials and temptations and he never fell into it

H. A conforming individual is one who witnesses sin and allows the sin to entangle and snare one

a. Leading to the separation from the Father and the Son (II John 9b)

b. Once again ask ourselves is this worth putting our soul on the line?

i. Is sin going to better our life

1. Remember Adam and Eve! (Genesis 3:1-24)

Questions:

1. Is conforming an option to the world?  Why?

2. Why does one conform?

3. What can we learn from the Prodigal son?

4. How are we like clay in the Potter’s Hand?

5. What is sin?  What does it do?  Does it have repercussions? 

Peer Pressure
A. Peer pressure is a battle we will encounter our entire life
a. It comes through many forms

i. Family 

ii. Friends

iii. Co-workers

iv. Neighbors

B. So many times we must be careful of those around us seeing if they play peer pressure on us in a negative way

a. Paul warns the Corinthians to watch our company (I Corinthians 15:33)

i. Peer pressure from evil company can cause bad habits

ii. If we were around a group of 15 people and they were stealing or doing drugs would we do it?

1. We should say no

a. But sometimes people do it because of their friends and how close they are to them

C. Our fight against peer pressure can be positive

a. In fact we need to surround ourselves with the best people that instead of hindering ourselves to God will up lift us 

i. Strengthen your brethren (Luke 22:32)

b. Strengthen ourselves with fellow Christians

i. We are one complete body (Ephesians 1:22-23)

1. Complete and working together (Ephesians 4:16)

2. Have we ever hear a chain is as strong as our weakest link

a. This is true about our brethren

b. Negative peer pressure helps bring one down
D. Brethren need to be strong in the Lord (Ephesians 6:10)

a. Following God and having those follow God also is a good aspect of peer pressure

i. Let us be of the same mind (Philippians 3:16)

ii. Surround our self with those that have the same goals and same thoughts (Phil 3:16)

iii. Those that are Christians will help and show others why they made the same choice

1. What better way than to surround our self with those who want to have the same goal of heaven constantly on our minds

E. Don’t allow peer pressure convince you it is okay
a. Protect yourself with the proper protection (Ephesians 6:11-17)

F. Give attention to scriptures and their understanding (I Timothy 4:13;15-16)

a. Meditate on them and let them give understanding

i. Avoid the dangers of sin enforced by peer pressure

ii. Stand guard and withstand this work of the devil

1. Of trying to bring us down

G. Try and surround yourself with people who have the same goal of being a Christian as you do
a. Those that will do what God expects for a home in heaven eternally

b. Those that will share the gospel with others (Mark 16:15-16)

c. Being as strong as we can and working together in a positive way of peer pressure in service to God 

i. Work with the whole complete body with Christ being the Head (Ephesians 5:23)

Questions:

1. How is negative peer pressure play its role in our life?

2. What can we do to avoid this situation?

3. How does bad company play a role?

4. How can we use peer pressure as a positive?

5. Using peer pressure as focus, how is it used as in the thought of “a chain is as strong as the weakest link” negatively and positively?
Admitting Error

A. Sin is transgression of God’s doctrine (II John 9)

a. Sin is also considered as lawlessness (I John 3:4)

b. Sin is everywhere 

c. The devil is crafty and uses everything that he can to cause us to stumble
i. He is like the roaring lion (I Peter 5:8)

1. A lion is stalking after its weakest prey

a. The sick

b. Feeble

c. New born

2. Same aspect of coming after us with temptations that lead to sin

a. Testing our faith

B. Put our faith to the test (II Corinthians 2:9)

a. Are we obedient to all things according to God’s will

C. Man is not  perfect (Romans 3:23)

D. Even though we have been baptized it alone does not save us!

a. God still commands obedience over man (Acts 5:29)

E. Admitting that we have sinned takes courage

a. Denying our self and saying that we are not perfect is part of the plan of redemption

b. After we have been baptized we still have sin at times

i. Having self control is a must and we must try to keep our self control and not sin and fall short of the glory of God (Galatians 5:23)

F. With the act of baptism there is false conception that we are saved

a. The thought of once saved always saved

i. How can this be if we are told to be a live as the new man (Ephesians 4:20-24) in service to God

G. There are times we will stumble

a. Lacking in self control

i. Allowing sin to knock at the door and keep its foot in the door and continuing to creep in more and more

b. Admitting that we have fallen short of the glory of God is necessary to say and make known to have forgiveness of sins

i. In AA a person who has drinking problem has to make the first step

ii. What is that?

1. They need to admit the problem

2. In order to overcome the first step is to admit the problem

H. As is when falling back into sin

a. Once we have acted in such a way we have fallen short of God (Romans 3:23)

b. Admitting to the problem and saying we have done such a thing is the way of overcoming

i. If we say that we don’t have sin we are just lying to ourselves and to God (I John 1:8)

ii. What happens if we don’t admit to sin?

1. It is a life that leads to eternal death (Romans 6:16; 23)
c. Admitting that we wronged again is hard but if we don’t we will have eternal condemnation

i. Showing true maturity come through saying that we are not perfect 

Questions:

1. In what way is the devil crafty?

2. What is sin?

3. Are we perfect?  Why?

4. Why do we admit we are wrong?

5. Can one who has been baptized not enter heaven?  Why? (Use Scriptures)

Overcoming Error

A. Admitting sin once again is half the battle

a. Man is not perfect

i. If we think that we don’t sin we lie to ourselves and deceive ourselves and lie to God (I John 1:8)

b. There are times that we fall short of God and sin

i. Admitting to this error is the start but it is still not finished

1. We must overcome these obstacles

B. How do we overcome sin?

a. We overcome sin through asking God for forgiveness

i. Telling God and men that we have sin and we need forgiveness of our sins (Mark 11:25-26)

1. How many times should we forgive?

2. Is it 490 times?

a. No this isn’t the real number it is a way to show when we ask for forgiveness we should forgive our debtors (Matthew 18:22)

ii. Confess our sins to one another (James 5:16)

1. Prayer

2. The work of prayer accomplishes many things

a. It is our way we talk to God and make our petitions known to God 

3. Jesus in facts gives us a model prayer to use (Matthew 6:6-15)

a. In this prayer He shows the need of forgiveness our sins and our debtors

C. Will we enter heaven if we haven’t overcome sin?

a. No (Revelation 21:27)
i. No sinner will enter heaven
ii. A Christian or not a Christian 
1. If we have sin still in our life we have disqualified our self from entering into heaven
b. Thus a need to overcome the obstacles of sin
D. Repent is necessary (Luke 13:5)
a. Salvation is on the line (II Cor. 7:10)
E. Being willing to say I have error (admitting) and repent and making a change (overcoming) are hand in hand
a. Nobody in the world today is any different
b. We are all servants 
i. But the question of who do we serve is in our minds 
ii. Slave of sin or righteousness (Romans 6:16)
1. A slave of sin needs change
2. Needs to overcome sin
F. If we falter as a Christian we must come and ask forgiveness of sins from the members and say we want to turn away from sin again and start our life in service to God having our sins blotted out(Acts 3:19)
a. Repentance needs to be made but if we sin willfully having predetermined sin Jesus our sacrifice for sins is no longer with us (Hebrews 10:26)
G. If we fail to realize sin we can’t overcome sin
a. We must realize that God’s will must be done (Matthew 7:21-23)
i. If not we will hear words of doom – eternal departure from God
H. Show strength and courage going against the grain saying we have error again and we need forgiveness
a. Don’t let it bring you down instead overcome and start back on the path of righteousness 
Questions:

1. How do we overcome sin?

2. If we still have sin will we have entrance into heaven?  Why?

3. How effective is prayer?

4. Is deliberate sin any different from sin?  How?
5. What can we learn from the model prayer?

Having Faithfulness

A. Great is thy faithfulness!

a. Admitting to sin and overcoming sin work together

b. Faithfulness to God after baptism is needed and required

i. The once saved always saved doctrine can’t be the path

ii. It is a way of life that requires a full and devoted heart to God (I Timothy 6:11)

1. Notice this list that Paul made out as being a man of God and keeping these in our work

2. All of these things require being faithful to God

a. Righteousness, faith, love, godliness, gentleness and patience all fruits of the Spirit and works for God

B. Having a strong foundation of faith is key and critical in our life as a devoted Christian

a. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6)

i. Living a life in God requires faith (Romans 12:1-2)

ii. It is required (I Corinthians 4:2)

C. Both are interlocking faith and works (James 2:14-26)
a. One can’t work without the other thus understanding faithfulness requires a constant and obedient attitude

D. We need to be faithful until death (Revelation 2:10)

a. The crown of life will be ours if we remain faithful

i. Christ was faithful to us in giving His life (I John 1:9)

ii. God is faithful in His promises (II Peter 3:9)

1. When He says something He means and keeps it

2. Don’t count it as slack

iii. He asks the same of us to be faithful to Him and the Father

1. Keeping His words as doctrine we will have the Father and the Son (II John 9)

b. What does it mean until death?

i. It means forever until we are buried in the ground

ii. In living faithful until death people will see our actions and remember them
1. Remembering where they placed their importance in

a. We should be seeking eternal treasures (Matthew 6:19-21) first in our lives (Matthew 6:33)

iii. How will we be remembered?

1. A faithful servant to God 

2. Or a servant of sin

E. Let’s run a race with endurance (Hebrews 12:1)

a. It is the only way of being pleasing to God and receiving the eternal rewards (II Tim 2:10)

i. We are in need of endurance to receive the promises that God made for us (Hebrews 10:36)

b. We must endure as a soldier (II Timothy 2:3)

i. This means run in a way that will last 

F. Always work in the name of the Lord (I Corinthians 15:58)(Colossians 3:17)
a. Following His word with precision
Questions:

1. In what role is faith important in our life?

2. Are we required to follow God faithfully?  Why?  How?

3. How are faith and works done together?

4. Should we care how people will remember us?

a. Does this require endurance?  How?

5. Do we do everything in the name of the Lord?  Why?  How?
Be Influential
A. Being faithful to God is required for an entrance into heaven

a. Faith in the scriptures is how we understand this faithfulness to God (Romans 10:17)

B. Influence plays a large role

a. Peer pressure has both negative and positive ways

i. Unfortunately we see it more used as a negative way of life

ii. The influence of others can create a bad way of life

1. The company we associate ourselves can and will affect us (I Corinthians 15:33)

b. Influence is a way of life we need to choose and become to help and have an impact on others in achieving the same goal of heaven as we have just started (Philippians 3:14)

C. We are as salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16)
a. Do it in a way that others can see what we do

i. A little influence goes long way

ii. Instilling the courage as being a strong influence has impact never think it doesn’t (I Corinthians 5:6)
1. It may take some time but never give up being influential in living in God

2. It will go a long way

D. There are many ways that we are influential 

a. In what we say (Matthew 12:34-35)

b. In what we do (Philippians 1:27)

c. In how we love (John 13:34-35)

d. In what we have (James 2:18)

e. In how godly/ungodly we are (I Peter 1:15)

i. There many ways that we show and prove our influence

E. People will remember how we were

a. People that have died are still living (Revelation 14:13)

i. People will remember the works we have done and that is from the influence we have had in their lives

b. Parents do this in the way they have raised their children

i. We should in fact bring them up in the Lord (Ephesians 6:1-3)

1. This will give proof to our children of what we knew was important and we want them to have the same things also

c. Our friends will remember us by the life we have lived

i. We will be known for our fruits (John 15:8-16)

ii. Jesus calls us friends 

iii. Because He has shared everything with us possible to obey God and be influential with our friends

d. The world sees our moves (Matthew 5:16)

i. They remember our works 

1. Be an example that people will say “hey you remember _________ he or she was a Christian” (I Timothy 4:12)

F. Influence can be changed from evil to good or vice versa

a. Use our abilities to the best for an entrance into heaven (Matthew 25:14-30)

Questions:

1. In what role does influence play on us?

2. How do we influence others?
3. How does the company influence us?

4. Why do we let our light shine?

5. Will others remember us?  How?

Preach the Word!

A. The final lesson that brings it all together
a. Understanding the fact that God has plans for us

B. The Great Commission is where it all happens (Mark 16:15-16)

a. Preach the gospel to every creature about belief and baptism

b. Baptizing them in the name of (Matthew 28:18-20)

c. Beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:47)

C. Jesus gave the orders to the apostles to preach and teach

a. Continue the work that is commissioned by Jesus

b. The apostles followed out beginning on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2)

i. The people were pricked in their hearts and wanted to know “What is next?”  (Acts 2:37)

ii. Peter gave them answer (Acts 2:38)

1. The same command that Jesus spoke of to do

a. How will the gospel spread if the gospel isn’t taught

D. We are to defend and gain as much knowledge as we possibly can in order to fully complete the work that we are commanded to do

a. Everyone needs the gospel message

b. Nobody can enter heaven unless they obey to the will of God (Hebrews 5:9)
i. We will then be considered as brothers and sister in Christ (Mark 3:35)

c. Letting everyone know that we are a Christian and we are special to God (I Peter 2:9)

i. Not being ashamed or letting anyone bring us down into the pits of sin 

1. It is the power to salvation (Romans 1:16)

E. Paul gave instructions to Timothy and what his duties were (I Timothy 4:12-13;15-16)

a. He was to be an example through God 

b. He was to give attention to many things

i. Reading, exhortation, and doctrine (II John 9)

1. In doing so we will have the Father and the Son

c. Giving our self entirely to God

i. As a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2)

d. Endurance will give us an eternal home

e. It will save us and those that hear and believe (Romans 10:17) (Mark 16:15-16)

F. He also gave Timothy words of warning with those duties and instructions (II Timothy 4:2-5)

a. Preaching the word to everyone and at all times

b. People will not always want to hear the truth

i. When this happens don’t fall into peer pressure or bad influence that corrupts us 

ii. They will make false teachers

1. Ask them questions

a. Why and where do they have authority to do the things they do

2. Defend the truth (I Peter 3:15)

iii. Instead stand for truth (II Timothy 2:3)

1. As soldier in Christ

c. Do the work of an evangelist and minister (Ephesians 3:7)

i. Grace has been given to us by God and he wants us to preach the word

ii. Fight the fight of faith for Christ (I Timothy 6:12)

1. Finish the race (II Timothy 4:7)

2. Abide in truth (John 15:1-6)

a. Abide in Christ and take heed to His doctrine as truth that will set us free from sin (John 8:32)

b. Preach the Word and take courage for Christ

Questions:

1. Why do we preach the Word?

2. Whose doctrine do we preach to others?  Why?

3. What should we do when it comes to false teachers?

4. What will happen if we preach and teach the doctrine of Christ and obey?

5. What can the gospel message do for us?
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